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“To become a priest or a religious is not primarily our choice, it is our answer to a calling, a calling of love.” Pope Francis 

Serra Club Northeast of Houston

Installation of Serra Officers 

Thursday, July 30, at 6:30 p.m., there will be a Mass and the Installation of  the 
Serra Officers in the Chapel at St. Mary’s Seminary with Cardinal DiNardo. 

Everyone is invited.  This will not include dinner as in past years. 

This meeting will take the place of  the regular July Serra Northeast of  Houston 
meeting. 
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A WORD FROM OUR CHAPLAIN, FATHER FELIX 

“He made them his brothers and sisters” 

This July, we ask for the special intercession of  our patron, St. Junipero Serra whose feast 
day is July 1st. I know we do this often but more so during this month of  his feast day. 
This year will mark the 5th year of  his canonization by Pope Francis on September 23, 
2015. As we ask him to help us with increase in vocation to the priesthood and religious 
life, we also ask him to help the church in pursuing her missionary mandate of  bringing 
the good news of  salvation to the whole world as Christ told his disciples: “Go, then, to all 

peoples everywhere and make them my disciples: baptize them in the name of  the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Spirit…” (Matthew 28:19). As a Franciscan missionary who founded a mission in Baja 
California and participated in the Spanish missions in Mexico and California, the work of  St. Junipero Serra 
and many of  his Franciscan missionaries was very important to the spread of  the gospel in the Americas.  

How are we to keep evangelizing in today’s society? How are we making disciples for Jesus? Evangelization, 
according to Curtis Martin, founder of  Fellowship of  Catholic University Students (FOCUS), is all about 
inviting people into friendship with Jesus Christ, inviting them to entrust their lives to him, welcoming Jesus as 
the very center and Lord of  their lives”(Making Missionary Disciples, p.42). Jesus Christ was friend of  sinners and 
saints alike. Those he invited to join his mission were from different backgrounds. Some of  them were despised 
by the society but Jesus saw and nurtured the good in them. In our work of  evangelization, therefore, there is no 
room for discrimination.  

We need the intercession of  our patron, St. Junipero Serra, for an end to racial discrimination in our society. Our 
country is grappling today, with the issue of  racism and abuse of  power by some police officers since the death of  
George Floyd. In his own time, St. Junipero Serra worked to defend the dignity of  the native Indians and protect 
it from those who had mistreated and abused it (there are some who may argue that he did not do enough). Pope 
Francis in his homily at the Mass of  canonization of  St. Junipero Serra noted that our patron saint was “excited 
about blazing trails, going to meet many people, learning and valuing their particular customs and ways of  life. 
He learned how to bring to birth and nurture God’s life in the faces of  everyone he met; he made them his 
brothers and sisters.” Making everyone we meet our brothers and sisters is an important ingredient in uprooting 
racism and biases from our society. This is what our patron did, and this he learnt from the Master, Jesus Christ. 
We follow his example.  

St. Junipero Serra, pray for us! 

Father Felix 
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A WORD FROM OUR PRESIDENT, MARK HALLECK 

I recently read with great sadness about the City of  Ventura’s decision to remove the statue 
of  Saint Junipero Serra from its usual location in front of  City Hall to a "more appropriate 
non-public location". Subsequent to that decision the vandalizing 
and destruction of  Saint Junipero statues occurred in several other 
cities including Los Angeles, St Luis Obispo and San Francisco. My 
initial sadness was replaced with deep and concern and anger. 

There are no perfect human beings and regardless what good a 
person does someone will always find a way to take issue with it. We 

need look no further than our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ who was the only “perfect" 
human. As my father used to say, "Even Jesus had enemies”. That has never been more 
true than today. Jesus has many enemies as does our faith. But in the words of  author 
Matthew Kelly, "The Church isn’t perfect. But throughout history, it has fed more people, 
clothed more people, visited more imprisoned, cared for more sick people, and educated 
more people than any other institution on the planet." 

I am not going to say I have an intimate knowledge of  St. Junipero Serra and all of  his 
works. What I do know is that he did far more good than harm. It is my opinion that this 
is California officials’ and activists’ opportunity to get involved in the statue removal 
movement and more importantly the removal of  a religious figure form a public venue 
which rankles so many secularists, atheists and agnostics. They simply refuse to recognize 
the great achievements that people of  faith, in the name of  the Lord, have contributed to 
the advancement of  all humankind. I think Shawn Carney’s assessment at our last meeting was on point when 
he said this behavior is "godlessness versus Godliness." 

We do not need statues to live our faith, however we should all be acutely aware of  the anti-Christian, anti-
religious movement that seems to be rapidly gaining momentum. This is a time for prayer and a vigorous 
defense of  our faith. In Matthew 5:10-11 and 43-45 in the Sermon on the Mount Jesus tells us, "Blessed are they 
who are persecuted for the sake of  righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of  heaven. Blessed are you when they 
insult you and persecute you and utter every kind of  evil against you [falsely] because of  me. Rejoice and be 
glad, for your reward will be great in heaven.” “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor 
and hate your enemy. But I say to you, love your enemies, and pray for those who persecute you, that you may 
be children of  your heavenly Father…” 

So, I encourage you to pray for the conversion of  our detractors and those who oppose our faith and be 
confident in the knowledge that our Patron Saint Junipero s smiling because his reward is great in heaven. May 
we all endeavor to meet him there and be blessed to bring a few of  our “enemies" with us. 

Mark

The Catholic Church abruptly removed a long-standing 
statue of  Junípero Serra from the San Luis Obispo Mission 
on Monday, 

Activists on Saturday toppled a statue of  Junipero Serra, 
widely regarded as the founder of  the California Missions, 
from its perch on Olvera Street in downtown Los Angeles.
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Shawn Carney, 40 Days for Life president, described by Tony as a man 
inspired by a holy mission, was our guest speaker at the June 22 meeting.  
Shawn’s talk for us was beyond inspiring. 

Shawn, a resident of  New Caney, came with his wife Marilisa and his in-laws, 
Serra members, Tim and Lisa Fields.  Shawn began his talk crediting Marilisa for 
introducing him to the cause.  He very much wanted to impress his girlfriend 
Marilisa, and so, even though at that time he was pro-choice, agreed to 
accompany her to pray at an abortion clinic in College Station. Witnessing the 
pain of  the women at the clinic changed Shawn’s mind. 

Health care enhances life, but not abortion  which brings anger and pain.  It is 
God vs Godlessness, stated Shawn.  Abortion clinics survive on pain.  The doctors 
who perform these procedures, are not really the doctor of  the woman, but are 
just there to perform the killing of  the baby. 

Shawn is encouraged by the closing of  many Planned Parenthood clinics.  There 
is beginning an exodus out of  the industry by those who are part of  the Planned 
Parenthood organization.   There is lots of  “noise” in the industry, and signs of  a 
swing against abortions.  Pro-life will always go on, states  Shawn.  He sees an 
increase in the Pro-Life Movement.  The Pope recently endorsed 40 Day of  Life; 
President Trump de-funded Planned Parenthood; Mother Teresa, stated when 
America gets back to its roots and ends abortion, others will follow.  However, 
there is still much work to do.   

The movie, Unplanned, which told the story of  40 Days for Life, brought much 
attention to the movement and is credited with men and women, after seeing the 
movie, to choose life. Giving the movie an R rating, brought much of  the 
attention.  The movie showed an attack on humanity.   

Shawn began his talk praising the work of  Serra.  There are signs that a revival 
of  faith will come from the South.  The Eucharist stabilizes us.  We need the 

priesthood.  Noting the destruction of  the Saint Serra statue, he said that Saint Serra represents 
priesthood, not the statue. 

There is no joy now in our society, only anger.  The instability of  our culture rejects family and God.  
Christ is our founder and that is what we ned to trust. 

For more information on 40 Days of  Life, click here: 
40 Days for Life 

Serra Northeast of Houston Monthly Meeting 
Guest Speaker, Shawn Carney

https://www.40daysforlife.com
https://www.40daysforlife.com
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Serra Northeast of Houston Monthly Meeting 
Can we guess who is smiling behind their masks?
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SERRA IS INVOLVED IN MANY ACTIVITIES 
CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR PRIESTS 
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For information about Serra District 10, and Serra USA, and Serra International, check the following 
websites by clicking the links 

https://serraus.org            https://serra10.com 
https://www.serrainternational.org. 

SERRA DISTRICT 10, USA,  AND SERRA INTERNATIONAL NEWS 

SERRA NORTHEAST OF HOUSTON  

The board met to discuss upcoming events.  Zoom is 
sure a different way to meet.  Is this the new normal?

Some members of  the Adopt a Seminarian Lazarus/Bustos group were fortunate enough to share lunch with 
Frater Lazarus at Amedeos recently.  Frater Lazarus is home visiting his family in New Caney, but is heading 
back to St Michael’s Abbey in California. 
Pictured, Pat and John Bush, Charles and Betty Menard, Frater Lazarus. Photo by Mary Lou Purello

https://serraus.org
https://serra10.com
https://www.serrainternational.org
https://serraus.org
https://serra10.com
https://www.serrainternational.org
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SERRA IS INVOLVED IN MANY ACTIVITIES 

Holy Hour of  Exposition and 
Benediction for Vocations is 

BACK! 
Thanks to Pat and John Bush 
for taking charge of  this 
wonderful activity. 
Every 2nd Tuesday after the 
7:00 p.m. Mass at St. Martha 
and the 2nd Friday after the 
8:30 a.m. Mass at St. Martha. 

Contact Pat if  you have any 
questions, PACBUSH@aol.com. 

mailto:PACBUSH@aol.com
mailto:PACBUSH@aol.com
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ADOPT A SEMINARIAN  TEAM UPDATES 
KATHY WARD TEAM – Praying for Jeremy Mann and Chris Meyer:  

Each team member assigned a month to correspond with cards and gifts 
Letter from Chris Meyer:  
Today, I submitted my petition for Candidacy to Orders and it was accepted by Fr. Trung and will now be reviewed by the 
Cardinal. The plan will be to be made a candidate in the Fall by Cardinal DiNardo with a mass at the seminary. If  all goes 
well, Jacob and I are both still on track for ordination to the transitional diaconate in May 2021. I am so thankful for your 
prayers and support through this journey. (He starts his summer assignment May 25th at Our Lady of  Fatima in Galena 
Park)  

Letter from Jeremy Mann: 
I've been doing well and have some updated news.  I've completed minor seminary college, thanks be to God!  I didn't want to tell you 
all this in an email, but at the end of  this month, I will no longer be a seminarian for the Archdiocese of  Galveston-Houston.  I feel 
that I have been given and did achieve a good discernment towards diocesan priesthood, however, I am confident that isn't what God 
is calling me to.  Throughout the years of  my formation, I had felt drawn to the monastic life and did several come and sees, but 
wasn't sure if  that was what God wanted from me.  With y'alls  prayers and support, individual prayer, and guidance from my 
spiritual director, I have taken a leap of  faith and am applying for Saint Joseph Abbey to further discern inside the monastery to see 
if  God is calling me to a vocation as a Benedictine monk.  The healthy balance of  prayer and work along with stability has been 
something I've realized I need in my life.   
 
I unfortunately will not be returning back to Texas anytime soon and will remain at the monastery because I don't want to chance contracting the virus 
from the airport and bringing it to my parents.  Also, many of  the monks here at the Abbey are elderly.  My mailing address will remain the same 
however, I will not have a cellphone if  accepted, but will have a landline number.  I should know at the end of  this month if  I will be accepted or 
not.  As of  now, I'm stepping out onto the water with both feet and my eyes are on Jesus.  I have no absolute certainty that this is what God has for 
me, but I do have the peace that this is where God wants me to discern His will.  Thank you so much for the love and support you all have given me 
as I continue to discern my vocation.  As you all will eventually adopt a new seminarian, I want you to know that what you all are doing is making a 
positive impact not only in an individual's life, but for the Church overall.  This isn't goodbye, but definitely know that you all will remain in my 
prayers.  In Christ, Jeremy Mann 

KATHY FARMER TEAM – Praying for Patrick O’Brien and Will Rooney: 
Made monthly communications with cards and gifts 
-    Will reach out to Patrick O’Brien offering support and prayers as he moves on to a 
different  vocation 
-    In good communication with Dcn.Will Rooney.  Dcn Will has invited the team to his June  
ordination in Austin as well as his 1st mass in the diocese.  But everything is uncertain right 
now. 

PAT BUSH TEAM  - Praying for Frater Lazarus and Cristian Bustos: 
Sent monthly cards, and tried every other month to include a gift 
-Sacco gift cards, Harry and David fruit, cookies 
-Taking June and July off  but will get together if  they hear back from one of  them. 
-Frater Lazarus - had meeting with him for Lunch on June 17. 

 	  
PAM MILLER AND MARYBETH PHILIPP TEAM - Praying for 
Christina Girau, Father Mark Hebert and Brother Danilo 
Alves de Lima 
-Reached out with Cards and Spiritual Bouquets. 
-Praying for FATHER Mark as a newly ordained priest, and Christina as 
she discerns her change in vocation. 
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Father Mark Hebert 
assigned to Sacred 
Heart in Conroe

Father Thuc Nguyen 
assigned to St. 
Thomas More in 
Houston

Good news!   
Welcome and 
pray for our 

two newly 
ordained 

priests.

ADOPT A SEMINARIAN  TEAM UPDATES (con’t) 

ANN PURCELL TEAM – Praying for J Serrato and Alexander Gutierrez 
Kept in good communication with cards and gifts. 
-Email from Ann to team with latest update:  “Hi there Team, I want to bring you 
up to date.  Peggy Rittenhouse sent St. Patrick's Day cards to our Seminarians in March and I sent 
Easter cards to them in April. I also sent a Birthday Card to Askee in April with a small gift of  
$20.00.  All of  our names were included.  Can't believe it is already MAY!!! Hope you are all doing 
well in this Lock-down. Love to all, Ann” 
-Ann’s team reached out to Jay after the loss of  his mother.  Jay has responded numerous times with his gratitude for 
all their prayers, love and support.  Jay also visited Ann when she was recovering from surgery.  

KAREN EHLIG TEAM –  Praying for Jeremy Trull, 
Houston Okonma, and Luis Gonzalez: 
Sent monthly cards and spiritual bouquets.  
-Sent King Cakes right before Lent.   
-April, sent Easter cards only…no basket due to COVID 
-Had planned to take them to dinner in May, but everything has 
been postponed until maybe July or August.   

PEGGY ANGELINO  TEAM  – Praying for Deacon Nathan Davis 
and Jacob Ramirez 
Did monthly cards and spiritual bouquets.   
-Helped Jacob Ramirez with a follow-up dinner for the Andrew Dinner 
Attendees. 
-Will attend Deacon Nathan’s ordination July 29, at Our Lady of  
Walsingham 
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Many youth activities throughout the 
diocese have been cancelled.  St. Martha’s 
SHINE mission trip was one of the many 
youth activities cancelled. Please pray for 
our youth, as there are few, if any vocation 
activities, including altar serving,  planned 
for them at this time.  

Are you a Facebook user? Do you Tweet? 
Does Social Networking interest you?       
We are in need of a Social Networking 
contact.


We are not looking for daily postings, but 
just current events about our Serra Club.  
Maybe putting in announcements about 
monthly meetings to encourage social network users to investigate 
Serra.


Interested?  Please contact: Mark, mhalleck@icloud.com, or Mary 
Lou, marylou0038@icloud.com, or Gary, gestess78@gmail.com.

 

Collection by Jason Bach Cartoons

MARK THE DATE! 

Serra Annual Christmas Party and Re-Commitment Ceremony  -  December 7. 2020,          to 
6:30 - 9:00 p.m., at the Barrington Manor House. 

Plan to attend!

Feastday: July 1 
Patron: of Vocations 
Birth: 1713 
Death: 1784 
Beatified: Pope John Paul II 
Canonized: September 23, 2015, Basilica of the 
National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception, 
Washington, D.C., by Pope Francis

AROUND THE DIOCESE 

Upcoming Events 
Archdiocese Youth Conference, 
July 31 - August 2, 2020 

1 
 

  

64th Archdiocesan Youth Conference 
General Information Packet 
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Cancelled

mailto:mhalleck@icloud.com
mailto:marylou0038@icloud.com
mailto:gestess78@gmail.com
https://www.catholic.org/saints/f_day/
https://www.catholic.org/saints/patron.php
mailto:mhalleck@icloud.com
mailto:marylou0038@icloud.com
mailto:gestess78@gmail.com
https://www.catholic.org/saints/f_day/
https://www.catholic.org/saints/patron.php
https://www.pinterest.com/jbachcartoons/
https://www.pinterest.com/jbachcartoons/
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SERRA Northeast of Houston HAPPENINGS  

• After 8:30 a.m. Mass, Adoration of  the Blessed Sacrament, displayed until 9:00 p.m. at St. Mary Magdalene in 
Humble; St. Philip the Apostle in Huffman, after the 8:30 a.m. Mass each Friday; St. John of  the Cross, HOLY 
HOURS: Tuesday – Thursday 7:00 a.m.– 8:00 a.m. -Monday 7:30 p.m - 9:00 p.m. -Wednesday 9:00 a.m.-11:30 a.m., 
silent hour 9 a.m.-10 a.m, 8 p.m.-10 p.m.  

• Wednesday, July 1 - Saint Junipero Serra Feast Day 
• Tues., July 7,  - Seminarian Dinner, St. Mary’s Seminary 
• Fri. July 10,  - Holy Hour of  Exposition & Benediction for Vocations following the 8:30 a.m. Mass, St. Martha 
• Tues. July 14  - Holy Hour of  Exposition & Benediction for Vocations,  following the 7:00 p.m. Mass, St. Martha 
• Thurs. July 16 -  Outreach Mass: St.Martha, Woodridge Pkwy, 8:30 a.m. Wear Serra Shirt. 
• Mon. July 27,  - no monthly meeting at Italiano’s .  All invited to attend the installation of  Serra officers at St. 

Mary’s Seminary on July 30. 
• Thurs. July 30  -  Installation of  Serra Officers - 6:30 p.m. at St. Mary’s Seminary chapel. Cardinal DiNardo 

officiating. 
• Sat., Oct. 24, - Serra sponsored Vocation Expo.  Patty Schneier, speaker, St. Mary’s Seminary 
• Sat. Oct. 31,  - Bishop Sheltz  - Altar Server Appreciation - Altar servers with 5+ years of  service -All parishes  - 

10:00 a.m. at the Co-Cathedral. 
• Monday, December 7, Serra Christmas and Re-Commitment Meeting at the Barrington. 

July Birthdays  
5 - Sr. Jane Michael, Sisters of 
Jesus the Saviour Convent 
7 - Fr. Juan Francisco Aguiar Arce, St. Leo 
the Great 
8 - Sandie Taylor 
9 - Peggy Angelino 
14 - Nick Quinn 
18 - Claude Guillemette 
19 - Kay Nelson 
23 - Fr. Jef Bame, Chancery Office 
24 - Deacon Olatunde Branche, St. Mary 
Magdalene

For more information about Serra Northeast of Houston, please contact President, Mark Halleck, mhalleck@icloud.com. 

To update your information or to share pictures and other Serra  information please contact, Mary Lou Purello, 
marylou0038@icloud.com. Please do not hesitate to share stories, pictures, prayers. 

For information about Serra District 10, and Serra USA, check the following websites by clicking the links 
https://serraus.org            https://serra10.com 

• Prayers for all that we stay safe from the 
Coronavirus 

• Prayers for Nick Quinn as he deals with 
the death of Dee.  May she rest in peace 

• Pray for Meliá as she undergoes surgery on 
July 6. 

• Prayers and congratulations Dcn. Gary and 
Sheila Yepsen’s nephew, William Paul Porter, will 
be ordained a priest on June 27 in Atlanta 
Georgia.  

All Happening dates and details  are questionable….Stay tuned 

July Ordination Anniversaries 
16 - Danial Cardinal DiNardo, 
Chancery Office
20 - Sr. Nohemi Lara, Missionary of St. Theresa
21 - Sr. Mary Thecla, Daughters of Divine Love

mailto:mhalleck@icloud.com
mailto:marylou0038@icloud.com
https://serraus.org
https://serra10.com
mailto:mhalleck@icloud.com
mailto:marylou0038@icloud.com
https://serraus.org
https://serra10.com
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S e r r a n s  C a l l e d  t o  H o l i n e s s

Serran	Prayer	for	Vocations	

O, God, Who wills not the death of  a sinner but rather that he be converted and live, grant we beseech you, 
through the intercession of  the Blessed Mary ever Virgin, Saint Joseph, her spouse, St. Junipero Serra, and all the saints, 
an increase of  laborers for your Church, fellow laborers with Christ to spend and consume themselves for souls through 

the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, Who lives and reigns with You, in the unity of  the Holy Spirit, God forever and ever. 
Amen. 

Ralph Waldo Emerson said: “The 
purpose of life is not to be happy. It 
is to be useful, to be honorable, to 
be compassionate, to have it make 
some difference that you lived and 
lived well.” 

Prayer finds its most profound expression in the breaking of the bread. 
The Eucharist is the most ordinary and the most divine gesture 
imaginable. 
“In the breaking of  the bread together, we reclaim our own broken 
condition rather than denying its reality.  We become more aware than 
ever that we are taken, set apart as witnesses for God;  that we are blessed 
by words and acts of  grace; and that we are broken, not in revenge or 
cruelty, but in order to become bread which can be given as food to 
others.” 

Henri J.M. Nouwen, Compile by Wendy Wilson Greer, The Only Necessary Thing, 
Living a Prayerful Life

Serrans are being called to pray the vocation prayer daily. Cut this out and place it in a place convenient for you.

Life without faith is like a car without gas.  It will go 
downhill, but makes very little up-hill progress. 

Ginger Snaps, Fun Thoughts on Live, Dian Ritter


